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Introduction 

1. By resolution 2004/14 dated 19 April 2004, the Commission on Human Rights at its 
sixtieth session requested the Intersessional Open-ended Working Group to elaborate a draft 
legally binding normative instrument for the protection of all persons from enforced 
disappearance to meet for a period of 15 working days in two formal sessions before the 
sixty-fiist session of the Commission, with one session of 10 working days and one session of 
5 working days with a view to the prompt completion of its work. Pursuant to that resolution, 
the Working Group held its third and fourth sessions at the Palais des Nations in Geneva from 
4 to 8 October 2004 and from 31 January to 1 1 February 2005, respectively. T^afioimmlssion 



L ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSIONS 
A. Election of officers 

2. On a motion from Germany seconded by Argentina, the Working Group at its 
third session re-elected Mr. Bernard Kessedjian (France) as its Chairperson-Rapporteur. 

B. Attendance 

3. Representatives of the following States members of the Commission on Human Rights 
attended the Working Group's meetings: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Congo, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Guatemala, 
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Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, 
Peru, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

4. The following States non-members of the Commission on Human Rights were 
represented by observers at the Working Group's meetings: Algeria, Angola, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Israel, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malta, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Rwanda, Spain, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, Uruguay. 

5. The Holy See was also represented by an observer. 

6. The following hon-goveramental organizations in consultative status with, the Economic 
and Social Council were represented by observers at the Working Group's meetings: Amnesty 
International, Association for fee Prevention dfTorture, Human Rights Watch, International 
Association against Torture, International Commission of Jurists, International Federation of 
Human Rights Leagues, Interhational League for theRights and Liberation of Peoples, 
International Service for Human Rights, Latin American Federation of Associations of Relatives 
of Disappeared Detainees, World Federation of Trade Unions 

7. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the European Commission and 
the League of Arab States were represented by observers. 

8. The following experts also participated in the sessions: Manfred Nowak, in pursuance of 
his mandate under resolution 2001/46; Louis Joinet, in his capacity as independent expert and 
Chairman of the Working Group on the Administration of Justice of the Sub-Cornmission on the 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights which drew up the draft international c6nverition oh 
the protection of all persons from enforced disappearance in 1 998; and Darko GOttlicher 

(third session) and Santiago Corcuera Cabezut (fourth session), members of the Working Group 
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. 
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C. Documentation 



9. The Working Group had before it the following documents: 



E/CN.4/2005/WG.22/1 
A/RES/47/133 

E/CN.4/Sub.2/RES/1998/25 
E/CN.4/Sub.2yi998/19 

E/CR4/2002f71 



E/CN.4/2004/59 



E/CN.4/2004AVG.22AVP.2 



Provisional agenda 

Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance 

Draft international convention on the protection of all 
persons from enforced disappearance 

Report of die Sub-Commission's sessional Wortdng Group 
on the Administration of Justice Sous-Commission 

Report submitted by Mr. Manfred Nowak, independent 
expert charged with acamining the existing international 
criminal and human rights framework for the protection of 
persons from enforced or involuntary disappearances, in 
pursuance of paragraph 1 1 of Commission resolution 2001/4 

•Report of the intersessional open-ended working group to 
elaborate a draft legally binding normative instrument for the 
protection of all persons from enforced disappearance 

. Working paper ' 
II. ORGANIZATION OF WORK 



10. At the outset of the third session the Chaiiperson-Rapporteur submitted a working paper 
containing a draft instrument which he had prepared and rhade available to delegations before 
the session (E/CN.4/2004AVG.22/WP.2). This was a revised version of the working paper 
considered at the second session (E/CN.4/2004AVG.227WP.1/Rev.l) > taking account of 
comments made by delegations at that session and in informal consultations. He suggested 
taking the new working paper as a working basis and conducting the discussions on it. The 
Working Group accented that suggestion. 



